
Deer Creek Public Schools 

Resolution to Return Local Control to School Districts  
Across Oklahoma 

 

WHEREAS, the Deer Creek Public Schools Board of Education is committed to making policy and 
financial decisions that enable the school district to provide quality educational programs and services to 
the school-age children of our community in the safest environment possible; and 

WHEREAS, data reported by the Mayo Clinic has shown the positive test rate for COVID-19 in 
Oklahoma has risen from 8.79% as of June 27, 2021 to 36.56% as of August 25, 2021; and   

WHEREAS, the number of reported deaths in Oklahoma attributed to the COVID-19 pandemic, as of 
August 25, 2021, have exceeded 7,800 according to data collected by the Oklahoma State Department 
of Health; and 

WHEREAS, guidance from the Oklahoma State Department of Health prioritizes five strategies for 
preventing the spread of COVID-19 in schools which include consistent and correct use of masks, 
physical distancing, handwashing and respiratory etiquette, cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, and 
contact tracing; and 

WHEREAS, passage of Senate Bill 658 limits the ability for local school boards to properly address the 
needs of the communities they serve by limiting decision-making and creation of policy which may 
correlate with guidance and recommendations from our state and federal health authorities; and 

WHEREAS, the loss of life of even one of our students or those who serve our students is too many; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Deer Creek Public Schools Board of Education urges Governor Kevin Stitt 
and the Oklahoma Legislature to work with the public education community to amend Senate Bill 658 
and return control to the local school districts across the state of Oklahoma so we can best serve our 
communities based on the needs and values of those we represent.  

Adopted by the Governing Board of the Deer Creek Public School District on August 31, 2021, by the 
following vote of the Board:   


